Theory – noun
1. An idea that explains a group of facts or phenomena; hypothesis that has been confirmed or proved by observation, experiment, or reasoning:  

Albert Einstein taught us the theory of relativity.

2. a formulation assumed to be true but based on certain principles not completely verified:  

Many people believe in the theory that dinosaurs became extinct because of a change in the atmosphere.

The Big Bang Theory attempts to explain the origin of the universe.


Related words:
Theorize – verb

1. to form a theory; speculate

2. to propose as a theory

Many scientists have theorized about the possibility of life on other planets.

Thesis - noun
1.  a position or proposition that a person advances and offers to maintain by argument 
The thesis should be included in the introductory paragraph in an essay.

2.  a proposition to be proved or one advanced without proof; hypothesis
3. a dissertation embodying results of original research and especially substantiating a specific view; especially : one written by a candidate for an academic degree 

She did her master’s thesis on the effects of global warming.
