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Factor – noun
Anything that contributes to a result:  

There were a number of factors contributing to the outcome. 

Cost was a factor when choosing our vacation.
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Mathematics: any whole number that 
will divide exactly into a given number: 
We learned that 2 and 3 are factors of 6, and 2 and 6 
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are factors of 12.  We made this factor tree.
It is also a quantity by which an amount is multiplied or divided to become that number of times bigger or smaller: 

We created a factor tree for the number 96.

Production increased by a factor of 3.  
We were 3 times as productive.

Genetics: a segment of DNA that is involved in producing a polypeptide chain; it is considered a unit of heredity:  

Genes were formerly called factors.

To factor in – verb
To figure in: We factored snow days when we created the school calendar.
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The Factor Complex:   Every organism is exposed to a multitude of environmental influences which vary in time and space. These factors can be loosely classified into physical and chemical on the one hand, and biotic on the other. Each individual has a limited tolerance range to physical and chemical factors. Beyond these limits it will die.
