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Variable – adjective

Likely or liable to change; changeable, erratic, adjustable, flexible:  
The results from the test are variable, depending on how much the students studied.

Because of the variable winds, we decided not to go sailing.  We waited for a calmer day.

The cost of gas is variable, especially during a crisis in the Middle East.

When you get a variable interest rate, the interest can go up at any moment.  It is sometimes better to get a fixed rate.

Mathematics: having no fixed value.

Biology: liable to deviate from the normal. 
Variable – noun

Something that varies or is variable.

Mathematics: a quantity that can assume any set of values; a symbol representing such a quantity.

Science: Scientists use an experiment to search for cause and effect relationships in nature. In other words, they design an experiment so that changes to one item cause something else to vary in a predictable way. 

These changing quantities are called variables. A variable is any factor, trait, or condition that can exist in differing amounts or types. An experiment usually has three kinds of variables: independent, dependent, and controlled.

The independent variable is the one that is changed by the scientist. To insure a fair test, a good experiment has only one independent variable. As the scientist changes the independent variable, he or she observes what happens.

The scientist focuses his or her observations on the dependent variable to see how it responds to the change made to the independent variable. 
